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COVID-19 5/19 Update  
 
Global 
Total cases – 4,872,308 
Total deaths – 321,593 
 
United States 
Total cases – 1,520,029  
Total deaths – 91,187 
Total # tests – 11,834,508 
 
Administration 

• The potential benefits of US President Donald Trump's decision to take 

hydroxychloroquine as a prophylactic against the coronavirus outweigh the risks, 

according to his White House physician. 

o Dr. Sean Conley wrote in a White House memo that after numerous discussions, 

"he (Trump) and I had regarding the evidence for and against the use of 

hydroxychloroquine, we concluded the potential benefit from treatment 

outweighed the relative risk."  

o Conley wrote that the President is "in very good health and has remained 

symptom free." He also added that Trump has been tested numerous times and 

that the tests have been "all negative, to date."  

• President Trump, first lady Melania Trump and Vice President Mike Pence held a call 

with governors and leaders of the 50 states, territories, and the city of Washington, DC, 

and the White House Coronavirus Task Force to discuss the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o According to a readout from the White House, Melania Trump and other federal 

participants "highlighted the need for supporting our most vulnerable children 

and families with the necessary mental health and substance use disorder 

resources along with asking governors to ensure the physical safety and well-

being of children around the nation." 

o This is the first time Melania Trump has participated on a call with governors on 

Covid-19. 

• President Trump on Tuesday confirmed that the US-Canada border will remain closed to 

nonessential traffic. 

o Asked during a White House event if the US would extend the ban currently in 

place, Trump said, “for now, yes, but we’re talking to Canada.” 
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• President Trump said Tuesday that the US should consider terminating trade deals 

related to the importation of cattle from other countries. 

o “I read yesterday where we take some cattle in from other countries because we 

have trade deals. I think you should look at terminating those deals,” the 

President said.  

o “We have a lot of cattle in this country and I think you should look at the 

possibility of terminating those trade deals,” he continued, adding, “We’re very 

self-sufficient, and we’re becoming more and more self-sufficient.” 

o Trump’s comment came during a White House ceremony announcing the details 

of the coronavirus food assistance program. 

• President Trump was on Capitol Hill today for the Senate Republican lunch. 

o GOP Sen. Mike Braun said "nobody has told me" that he needs to get tested 

before lunch this afternoon, saying Trump's arrival was a surprise and just came 

up on their schedule about an hour and a half ago.  

o One source familiar with the matter said the realities of testing 53 members with 

limited resources or access to rapid tests means Trump is very likely walking into 

a room without knowing for sure the health status of people he will be meeting 

with.  

• Ivanka Trump and members of the Trump administration’s "American Workforce Policy 

Advisory Board", including Apple CEO Tim Cook, Lockheed Martin CEO Marilyn Hewson 

and IBM executive Ginni Rometty will meet via Zoom at noon for a “Future of Work” 

presentation.  

• President Trump says on Twitter that “DC’s @WMATA system is getting over $876M, a 

big boost to stay open & operating!” 

o Trump says in a separate tweets the San Francisco Bay Area will receive over 

$700M for its transit and San Francisco International airport, Seattle will get 

more than $166m and Portland will receive over $184m to support continued 

operations of their system 

• Small Business Administration posted guidance for entities with foreign affiliates under 

the Paycheck Protection Program. 

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said he plans to use all of the $500 billion that 

Congress provided to help the economy through direct lending from his agency and by 

backstopping lending programs at the Federal Reserve. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAL6TGMB2SJM
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAL6Z3MB2SKD
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAL7HIMB2SJR
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAL70DMB2SJO
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o Mnuchin said he has pledged to use $195 billion of those funds so far, and will 

use the rest after determining how best to deploy that money to help losses 

associated with the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “We are fully prepared to take losses in certain scenarios on that capital,” 

Mnuchin said Tuesday during a Senate Banking Committee video conference 

hearing. “I expect to allocate all the capital as needed that was given to us.” 

o Mnuchin called for easing social distancing guidelines as soon as possible to 

restart the economy, echoing comments from President Donald Trump. To 

underscore the point, he told the senators he’s willing to go to the Capitol to 

answer questions in person, saying it’s safe enough to do so. 

o “There is the risk of permanent damage” to the economy if it remains closed, he 

said. 

• President Donald Trump is set to unveil rules Tuesday for a $19 billion coronavirus farm 

aid package covering a broad swath of American agriculture that producers can begin 

claiming by next week. 

o Farmers who suffered a 5% or greater price loss will be eligible for direct 

payments of up to $250,000 per person, said two people familiar with the rules. 

o Trump will announce the payment rules today at a White House event where he 

will be joined by representatives of major farm groups. 

o The aid program will include dairy farmers, livestock producers, fruit and 

vegetable growers and farmers of traditional row crops such as grains, soybeans 

and cotton. 

o Farmers will receive 80% of the payment upon approval of their application, 

which they can submit as soon as May 26, said the people familiar with rules. 

o Congress allocated money for farm aid in the last coronavirus relief package. The 

program includes $16 billion in direct payments to farmers and $3 billion for 

purchases of commodities including dairy products, meat and fruits and 

vegetables. 

• The Treasury Department has spent only $37.5 billion thus far of a $500 billion pool of 

funds Congress provided to help struggling businesses, including airlines, during the 

pandemic, according to a congressional watchdog panel’s report, Bloomberg News’ 

Laura Davison and Billy House report. The figures, released yesterday, show that 

Treasury has been slower to deploy cash for corporations than in providing separate 

stimulus payments and small-business loans, even as officials at the White House 
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predict a 40% decline in GDP in April through June. More than 36 million people have 

lost jobs over eight weeks. 

o About $454 billion of the $500 billion is intended for the U.S. Federal Reserve to 

create emergency lending programs for businesses. Of that amount, the report 

said, $185 billion has been committed including $37.5 billion that’s been sent to 

the central bank, which began purchasing some assets with the money last 

week.  

• The IRS will begin to take telephone calls with questions about stimulus payments, but 

recipients could still expect long waits and may be unable to get answers to complicated 

inquiries. About 3,500 IRS workers started answering phone lines yesterday after weeks 

of shuttering call centers during the virus outbreak 

• The Trump administration issued guidance that would eventually allow nursing homes 

to re-open to visitors—on a phased-in basis—nationwide. The guidance recommends 

that all nursing home staff and residents are tested for exposure to the coronavirus 

before restrictions are relaxed or facilities reopened. It also recommends that state 

agencies inspect nursing homes that had a Covid-19 outbreak before allowing 

reopening, according to a statement from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

Services. The CMS guidelines say that nursing homes should be among the last to 

reopen within communities that are emerging from lockdowns. 

• Pentagon workers may see shifts in schedules, the ways performance is measured, and 

office layouts once they begin returning to work as the pandemic eases. Senior officials 

are now considering changes that could be worked out and phased in for personnel 

after the department releases a general plan for resuming operations, said Lisa 

Hershman, chief management officer of the Defense Department. The initial plan to 

bring employees back to the Pentagon building may be completed this week, laying out 

conditions and steps required to ease telework 

• President Donald Trump told restaurant owners he would look into their request for 

extra time to spend PPP loan funds during a meeting at the White House yesterday. 

Twenty four weeks, rather than eight, would be helpful, they told him. 

o Trump said the administration supports giving the industry more flexibility under 

the program.  

o “I think what they’re asking for is very reasonable,” he said, expressing surprise 

that the industry isn’t asking for more. 

o Trump on Monday also reiterated his desire to restore the full deductibility of 

business meals and entertainment expenses. The 2017 tax law generally 
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disallowed any deduction for entertainment expenses and reduced the 

deduction for meals to 50%. 

o Trump said the administration is also interested in an “explore America tax 

credit,” which Americans could use for domestic travel. 

• The U.S. is planning to publicly back away from language in a World Health Organization 

resolution that will back the right of poorer countries to ignore patents in order to get 

access to coronavirus vaccines or treatment, Financial Times reported, citing several 

people familiar with the situation.  

o President Trump posts letter he says was sent to World Health Organization’s 

leader demanding the group commit to “major substantive improvements within 

the next 30 days.” 

o Trump says if WHO fails to do so, he’ll make temporary freeze of funding 

permanent and reconsider U.S. membership in the organization 

• Homeland Security Dept. Inspector General Joseph Cuffari says his office will review 

whether U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement sufficiently adjusted its practices 

and policies at detention facilities to address the COVID-19 outbreak. 

o Watchdog to assess whether the facilities’ operations, management, standards, 

and conditions have “sufficiently changed” to address the pandemic’s threat to 

both the staff and detained population, according to a May 18 letter from Cuffari 

to 26 Democratic senators who had requested the probe 

o Final report expected this summer, according to letter 

• Ahead of President Trump's visit on Thursday to a Ford components plant in Michigan, 

the automaker has detailed its safety policies to the White House — including that 

everyone wear a mask. 

o "In preparation for the visit, we’ve shared with the White House all of Ford’s 

safety protocols, including our self-assessment, thermal scanning and 

manufacturing playbook which outlines our policy that everyone wears PPE," a 

Ford spokesperson told CNN. 

• President Trump says he will sign executive order on deregulation shortly. 

o Trump speaks at White House cabinet meeting 

• Federal Reserve Bank of Boston President Eric Rosengren said one of his biggest 

concerns is the whether U.S. states will get enough support from the federal 

government to prevent severe cuts to spending and employment in the wake of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAK5GFMB2SJX
https://www.tomudall.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Udall%20+%2025%20-%20OIG%20Response%20-%20COVID19.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/17/politics/trump-travel-michigan/index.html


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/19 UPDATE 
 

o Most states have rules requiring them to balance their budgets and face grave 

shortfalls as pandemic-related shutdowns have reduced tax revenue 

o Rosengren, speaking Tuesday to the New England Council, says so far there 

hasn’t been significant enough transfers from the federal government to help 

states and local governments 

o He says that state and local budget cuts following the last recession contributed 

to the slow pace of that recovery 

• The Pandemic Response Accountability Committee named Linda S. Miller as its deputy 

executive director to oversee the trillions of dollars in coronavirus-related spending, 

according to a tweet from the group. 

o Miller is a former Government Accountability Office official, who most recently 

worked for Grant Thornton’s fraud risk mitigation unit 

o NOTE: Robert A. Westbooks, a former inspector general, is the group’s executive 

director 

o PRAC is an independent committee created to oversee coronavirus-related 

spending and is comprised of independent inspectors general from more than a 

dozen federal agencies 

• Farmers and ranchers seeking a lifeline from the Agriculture Department can sign up for 

a relief check starting a week from today, Perdue said Monday night during a “rural 

town hall” hosted by the network RFD-TV. 

o The USDA chief said the application process will open on May 26 and money 

would start moving as soon as a week later. That means stimulus funding will 

finally reach the hard-hit industry two months after Congress passed the CARES 

Act in late March. 

o The application window will remain open through August, Perdue said, but he 

expects most producers won’t wait that long to put in their paperwork for aid. 

• The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has authorized an at-home sample collection kit 

that can then be sent to specified laboratories for COVID-19 diagnostic testing. 

Specifically, the FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) to Everlywell, Inc. for 

the Everlywell COVID-19 Test Home Collection Kit. (HERE) 

• FEMA releases State-by-State PPE Data (HERE) 

o As FEMA, under the direction of the White House Task Force, has led the whole-

of-America response to the COVID-19 pandemic for the past two months, billions 

of essential resources and protective equipment have been delivered 

throughout the nation. 

https://twitter.com/COVID_Oversight/status/1262806708583350273/photo/1
https://www.fda.gov/media/138144/download
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-first-standalone-home-sample-collection-kit-can-be-used
https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/05/15/fema-releases-state-state-ppe-data
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• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is providing background 

information on several cases of a recently reported multisystem inflammatory 

syndrome in children (MIS-C) associated with coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19); and 

a case definition for this syndrome. CDC recommends healthcare providers report any 

patient who meets the case definition to local, state, and territorial health departments 

to enhance knowledge of risk factors, pathogenesis, clinical course, and treatment of 

this syndrome. (HERE) 

• Today, the Internal Revenue Service is starting to add 3,500 telephone representatives 

to answer some of the most common questions about Economic Impact Payments. 

(HERE) 

• Today, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Ben 

Carson announced nearly $77 million in a fourth wave of CARES Act funding, supporting 

up to 8,300 additional vouchers. Provided through HUD's Section 811 Mainstream 

Housing Choice Voucher Program, this wave of relief funds will provide affordable 

housing to non-elderly people living with disabilities. See the local impact of the housing 

assistance announced today. (HERE) 

• U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced Colorado, Missouri, and 

Wyoming have been approved to operate Pandemic Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT), a 

new program authorized by the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), signed 

by President Trump, which provides assistance to families of children eligible for free or 

reduced-price meals dealing with school closures. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor’s Wage and Hour Division (WHD) will offer three 

webinars the week of May 18, 2020, for employees, employers and state and local 

governments in the division’s Southeast region to educate them on the Families First 

Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA). (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Labor today announced the award of seven Dislocated Worker 

Grants (DWGs) totaling $26,751,963 to help address the workforce-related impacts of 

the public health emergency related to coronavirus. These awards are funded under the 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act, which provided $345 million 

for DWGs to prevent, prepare for and respond to coronavirus. (HERE) 

• U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary Robert Wilkie announced the 

department will begin to reintroduce health care services in select VA facilities May 18, 

as states reopen from COVID-19 shutdowns. (HERE) 

• The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced today a new initiative 

requesting the public to make donations to help provide emergency relief and facilitate 

https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00432.asp
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-adds-phone-operators-to-answer-economic-impact-payment-questions
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PA/documents/CARESActvoucherschart.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/sites/dfiles/PA/documents/CARESActvoucherschart.pdf
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_067
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/05/18/usda-approves-program-feed-kids-colorado-missouri-and-wyoming
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/whd/whd20200515
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200515
https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5454
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remote access to health care for Veterans who are homeless or at risk of homelessness 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. (HERE) 

Capitol Hill 

• Democratic members of the Senate Homeland Security and Government Affairs 

Committee are demanding in a letter that the panel call key pandemic response agency 

heads for questioning on the government response to the coronavirus in an “overdue” 

hearing.  

o “It is the obligation of Congress, and specifically the obligation of our committee, 

to conduct oversight of the country’s response to this virus,” the six minority 

members of the committee said in a letter to Chairman Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) 

o The senators sent their letter on the eve of the panel’s meeting to consider 

subpoenaing a Democratic political firm known as Blue Star Strategies in 

connection with its investigation of Hunter Biden. The committee is looking into 

the former vice president’s son’s dealings with a Ukrainian gas company. 

o The Democrats want to hear from FEMA Administrator Peter Gaynor and 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Robert Redfield, among 

others. 

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Vice President Mike Pence, and House 

Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy agreed in a meeting Tuesday they were comfortable 

continuing to assess how existing funds are being spent before crafting the next 

coronavirus relief package, per a person familiar with the meeting. 

o McConnell, Pence and McCarthy are looking to see how state reopenings go and 

will calibrate the next package to economic data, the person says 

• Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer urges Americans not to take the anti-malaria 

drug hydroxychloroquine because medical experts have said it is risky. 

o Schumer, in opening floor comments, says it was reckless for President Trump to 

announce yesterday that he was taking the unproven treatment for Covid-19 

o “He doesn’t think about research or truth” 

o Schumer says Republicans are not tackling the many issues related to the virus 

and instead are pursuing conspiracy theories pushed by Trump to help his re-

election 

• A bipartisan group of 130 lawmakers, led by Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore.), urged the 

Treasury Department to delay federal alcohol excise tax payments through the end of 

2020. 

https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5453
https://aboutbgov.com/QVC
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247416
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAK0PNDWX2PU
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAK0PNDWX2PU
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o Brewers, winemakers, and distillers have been pushing for more aid with 

restaurants and bars closed. 

o “By delaying payment of the federal excise tax for the remainder of calendar 

year 2020, you can provide immediate liquidity to alcoholic beverage producers 

around the country while also ensuring that the liabilities are paid back when the 

economy is more stable,” the lawmakers wrote in a letter released Monday. 

• Progressive House Democrats want to cut defense spending in the face of the 

coronavirus pandemic, saying they have the votes to defeat the fiscal 2021 defense 

authorization measure if House Armed Services Committee leaders don’t cut the 

Pentagon’s budget from this year’s $738b. 

o 29 Democrats, led by Reps. Mark Pocan of Wisconsin and Barbara Lee of 

California, are demanding the reduced funding in letter sent to the panel 

Tuesday 

o “Increasing defense spending now would be a slap in the face to the families of 

over 90,000 Americans that have died from this virus,” Pocan says in a 

statement, which also says 19 Democrats can stop the measure on the House 

floor if Republicans don’t back it like last year 

• The coronavirus’s disproportionate effect on racial and ethnic minorities will be a 

significant focus not only in future pieces of emergency legislation but also fiscal 2021 

spending bills, a key Democratic appropriator said yesterday. 

o Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.), chairwoman of the House Appropriations Labor-

HHS-Education Subcommittee, told reporters yesterday she wants more funding 

to address health disparities, as well as measures to address the lack of 

information available about those disparities. DeLauro and other lawmakers 

received a short report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention with 

demographic data on the coronavirus’s effects, though it largely consisted of 

links to webpages that were already publicly available. 

• Sen. Elizabeth Warren calls on the Fed to “implement a comprehensive and robust set 

of requirements” for top executives of companies seeking stimulus funds. 

o Warren sent letters to Federal Reserve Bank of New York and Federal Reserve 

Bank of Boston 

o Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin, Fed Chair Jerome Powell, who will be testifying 

today, also received copies of the letter 

• A bipartisan group of senators is introducing a bill that would permit the Special 

Inspector General for Pandemic Recovery to fast track hiring staff to oversee how 

https://aboutbtax.com/QUT
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248254
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2020-05-18%20Letters%20to%20Fed%20re%20Certification%20Requirements.pdf
http://ct.symplicity.com/t/wrn/7c6192cdc29b6e6a6b01d72d7123dc15/1839464188/realurl=https:/www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/the-quarterly-cares-act-report-to-congress
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coronavirus stimulus funding is spent. The legislation would allow the new watchdog 

office to bypass normal federal hiring requirements, according to an emailed statement 

yesterday. 

• Sen. Maria Cantwell (Wash.), the top Democrat on the Senate Commerce, Science and 

Transportation Committee, is urging the Department of Transportation to “issue clear, 

uniform national social distancing guidelines” for the aviation industry to help protect its 

workers and travelers during the pandemic. Her letter follows correspondence Cantwell 

sent May 11 to the White House’s coronavirus task force seeking social distancing 

guidelines for airlines and airports, 

• House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy said he doesn’t see a need to have another 

relief package, telling CNN there’s been no change in his posture despite meeting with 

Vice President Mike Pence and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin this morning about 

the economy. 

o “I don’t see the need right now,” he said of another package. 

o He said they talked about the economy, the number of states opening back up 

and progress in testing. 

o “No,” he said when asked if there’s been a change in his posture against moving 

now on another relief package. 

State/Local 

• A judge has tossed out Oregon’s coronavirus restrictions, saying the governor didn’t 

seek legislative approval, the Associated Press reports. 

o Baker County Circuit Judge Matthew Shirtcliff declares Oregon Gov. Kate Brown’s 

coronavirus restrictions “null and void” because she didn’t have her emergency 

orders approved by the Legislature, AP reports  

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced Tuesday about 177,700 students will 

continue in summer learning and he, along with Dr. Richard Carranza, Chancellor of the 

New York City Department of Education, laid out a plan for virtual summer education. 

• Texas Governor Greg Abbott announced a broader reopening of the state’s businesses 

and services, saying the data continued to trend in favor of loosening restrictions. Child 

care centers and youth clubs can reopen immediately, with bars, bingo halls, zoos and 

rodeos following on Friday. Youth camps and any sport without in-person spectators can 

reopen at the end of the month, Abbott said. 

o Distancing measures, capacity limits and other restrictions apply to most 

reopenings. Abbott said he is focused on the percentage of positive cases as 

virus testing ramps up in the state. That “positivity rate” has declined over the 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/12/politics/3-trillion-aid-package-democrats-house/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/12/politics/3-trillion-aid-package-democrats-house/index.html
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAJMPG3V2800
https://gov.texas.gov/organization/opentexas


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/19 UPDATE 
 

past two weeks, he said. Hospitals have plenty of capacity to handle virus cases, 

and the state now has “ample” protective equipment, he said. 

• Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner said he wants to "safely" move forward with 

reopening the economy, but emphasizes that the social distancing and wearing face 

coverings is still necessary. 

• Bars in Arkansas will be able to reopen starting on May 26, Gov. Asa Hutchinson said at 

a news briefing on Monday. Bars inside restaurant facilities can reopen tomorrow, he 

said. 

o The guidelines for bars will be similar to restaurants, said Dr. Nate Smith with the 

Arkansas Department of Health. 

o “We're going to continue to have the guidance on physical distancing and these 

other things in our directives and guidance, but we're going to depend more and 

more on people picking individual action to protect themselves and protect 

those around them and their loved ones, and as well as public health 

interventions like testing and contact tracing and less on regulatory mandates,” 

Smith said. 

o Hutchinson added that he will visit President Trump and Vice President Mike 

Pence in the Oval Office on Wednesday to talk about the food processing 

industry and how Arkansas has dealt with reopening of the economy. 

• Kentucky is taking steps to ramp up contact tracing efforts in the state. 

o Gov. Andy Beshear announced today the Kentucky Department for Public Health 

is working with Deloitte Consulting to launch the statewide effort to gather 

information about contacts from newly diagnosed patients.  

o Health officials will notify those people of their potential exposure and advise 

them of precautions they can take to protect their health and the health of those 

around them, according to a statement from the governor. 

o “We are going to hire about 700 people and we will have to deploy these folks 

very effectively to help contain the infection,” Health Commissioner Dr. Steven 

Stack said. 

• Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker announced today an emergency rule requiring businesses to 

follow the existing stay-at-home order. 

o "Under the current Illinois Department of Public Health Act, when a business 

violates an IDPH rule and puts public health at risk, the business has committed a 

class A misdemeanor," Pritzker said in a news conference. 
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o "This additional enforcement tool, this citation, causes less harm to a business 

than a total shutdown or loss of a license but gives local governments and law 

enforcement the ability to do their job," he said.  

o This rule can only impact a business, not an individual, and is a response to only 

a select type of violation, according to the governor.  

• Gov. Gavin Newsom announced more developed guidelines that will allow most of 

California to further reopen. 

o “Roughly 53 of the state’s 58 counties would be eligible to move into this phase,” 

Newsom said. 

o Counties choosing to move forward will be required to meet specific data points, 

Health Secretary Mark Ghaly said. 

o Newsom added that he imagines Los Angeles County, the most populous area in 

the state, will be particularly cautious when it comes to moving forward. 

• Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam announced in a news conference today that the state will 

reopen public beaches in Virginia Beach this Friday ahead of Memorial Day weekend.  

o Sunbathing and swimming, as well as fishing and surfing, will be allowed as 

"defined by the city's ordinance." 

o Here are the safety precautions and restrictions that will be implemented:  

o Parking lots and garages will be capped at 50% capacity. 

o Group sports, alcohol, speakers, tents and groups of umbrellas will be 

prohibited. 

o There will be beach ambassadors monitoring compliance. 

o The governor warned that residents must comply with the safety measures.  

• Texas Gov. Greg Abbott announced child care centers and office buildings are allowed 

to reopen now. Many more businesses, including bowling alleys, rodeos and 

professional sports, will reopen in coming days, he said at a news briefing on Monday. 

• Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont told reporters this afternoon that the state had hit all of 

its benchmarks to go ahead with its planned first phase of reopening on Wednesday. 

o Phase one includes the reopening of some restaurants, offices, retail stores, and 

outdoor museums, according to the government's website. It was originally also 

expected to include the reopening of hair salons, but the state announced today 

that would be pushed back to at least June 1. 

o Connecticut has also staffed its contact tracing efforts through June and is in the 

process of rolling out contact tracing software to local health departments 

https://twitter.com/GovernorVA/status/1262442492286271488
https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Press-Releases/2020/05-2020/Governor-Lamont-Releases-Rules-for-Businesses-Under-First-Phase-of-Reopening-Plans
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o Lamont and other officials encouraged residents to remain vigilant. Masks or 

cloth face coverings will still be required in public, and gatherings should be no 

more than five people, Deirdre Gifford, acting commissioner of public health and 

commissioner the department of social services said. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced that the state will allow ceremonies on 

Memorial Day with up to 10 people or less. Vehicle parades in honor veterans will also 

be allowed.  

o The governor said local governments can decide if they want these ceremonies 

to occur.  

o “Memorial day is coming up. That is an important American tradition. We want 

to honor our veterans and we want to make sure that no matter what happens, 

we are still honoring our veterans,” Cuomo said.  

o Cuomo added that he hopes those ceremonies are broadcast and televised in 

their areas so that people can be part of “honoring that tradition.”  

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Nassau County on Long Island is now eligible to 

resume elective surgeries and ambulatory care. 

o Community colleges in Connecticut can return to school now, and graduate 

students will probably go back next, Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont told CNN. 

o The state's education reopening committee will decide in August what other 

colleges will do about returning in September 

• Delaware’s retail establishments – currently scheduled to partially open June 1 – may 

operate as soon as tomorrow under certain guidelines, Gov. John Carney announced in 

a statement Tuesday. He also announced that restaurants and bars could apply for 

expanded seating for that June 1 reopening. 

o “All retail establishments in Delaware may operate by appointment only” 

starting tomorrow, Wednesday May 20 at 8 a.m. ET, Gov. Carney’s statement 

said. Stores may accept two appointments per half hour and must adhere to 

strict social distancing and cleaning, in accordance with the CDC and Delaware 

Division of Public Health guidance. 

o Some examples of stores given included clothing stores, shoe stores, florists and 

used merchandise retailers. 

o These establishments will then continue to be allowed to open their indoor 

spaces at 30% of fire capacity on June 1 as part of Phase 1 of Delaware’s re-

opening. 

https://news.delaware.gov/2020/05/19/governor-carney-announces-additional-interim-steps-for-retail-restaurant-businesses-to-expand-operations/
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o Restaurants, bars, taprooms, and craft breweries – who are also scheduled to 

open at 30% indoor capacity starting June 1 – may now apply to expand 

their outdoor seating on that date as well. This does not change the current 

planned opening date. They will however be able to apply for that expansion 

starting this Friday, May 22. 

• Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine today issued a new "urgent health advisory," moving from 

orders combating the Covid-19 pandemic, to "strong recommendations." 

o “It's now time for our orders to reflect the reality of where we are today,” 

DeWine said, calling the advisory a new phase in the battle against the virus. 

o Here's what the "Ohioans Protecting Ohioans" advisory recommends: 

o At least six feet of social distancing 

o A limit of 10 people for mass gatherings 

o Frequent hand-washing and other sanitizing efforts, as well as incorporating all 

of the business orders about social distancing and sanitation. 

o The advisory also strongly recommends that high-risk Ohioans stay at home as 

much as possible, asking them to avoid places where they are likely to encounter 

a lot of people, according to DeWine. 

• CVS in New Jersey is set to offer self-swab tests at a minimum of 50 locations in the 

state by the end of the month, Gov. Phil Murphy said. 

o He also announced that all of New Jersey’s more than 18,000 pharmacists have 

been licensed to administer Covid-19 tests to customers. 

o Murphy said the state had removed requirements that pharmacists enter into 

collaborative agreements with physicians. 

 
International 

• The Canada-US border will remain closed to non-essential traffic until June 21, Prime 

Minister Justin Trudeau announced Tuesday morning. 

o Last week, Trudeau suggested the border would likely remain closed through 

June. 

o The agreement as it stands forbids any non-essential travel, although 

commercial traffic and travel by essential workers, including those working in US 

hospitals, continues.  

• Qatar is closing its shops and halting all "commercial activities" beginning tomorrow 

until May 30, Qatar News Agency (QNA) reported, citing Qatari officials. 
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o Pharmacies, markets, catering services and restaurants that offer delivery 

services will remain open, according to QNA. 

• South Sudan's Vice President Riek Machar announced today that he has tested positive 

for coronavirus, according to a statement released by his office. 

o His wife Angelina Teny, who serves as defense minister, also tested positive. 

• Iraq will reimpose a full curfew on vehicles and pedestrians during the Eid al-Fitr 

holiday, starting Sunday through May 28, according to statement released by Iraq’s 

Council of Ministers today. 

o Since the start of Ramadan, Iraq partially lifted its curfew, which is currently set 

between 5 p.m. and 5 a.m. local time. 

• The French government Tuesday announced an order of one billion masks made by 

French producers. 

o The masks will be delivered over time until the end of 2020, according to a 

statement from the country's Economy and Health ministries. 

• The United Kingdom will need Britons to help pick the summer harvest because the 

novel coronavirus has prevented the arrival of many of the seasonal workers that 

usually travel from Eastern Europe, the country’s Secretary of State for the 

Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, George Eustice, said on Tuesday. 

Other 

• The NFL is testing new face masks with surgical or N95 material, an official said 

yesterday on the Adam Schefter Podcast. 

o Thom Mayer, the NFL Players Association's medical director, said that when the 

league returns to play, "there will probably be a recommendation" that the NFL 

use the masks. 

o According to Mayer, the NFL and sports equipment maker Oakley are teaming up 

to work on these masks. 

• Rice University was one of the first universities to announce that it would limit classes 

after the Thanksgiving break. The Houston school is scheduled to reopen for its fall 

semester in August, Rice University President David Leebron said, but it will conclude in-

person classes before Thanksgiving due to a possibility of a second coronavirus wave.  

• A key coronavirus model often cited by the White House has revised its death projection 

for the United States slightly downward, now predicting that 143,360 people will die by 

August 4. That’s about 3,700 fewer deaths than the model predicted when last updated 

on May 12. 

https://www.espn.com/nfl/story/_/id/29191362/nfl-testing-new-protective-facemasks-surgical-n95-material
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o The shift is small, but it marks a departure from recent increases in the model’s 

death projections, which have been largely based on increases in mobility across 

the country and the easing of social distancing measures. As people have been 

moving around more – and as social distancing measures have been relaxed – 

the model has projected more deaths. 

• The University of Notre Dame announced in a statement today that students will return 

to campus for their fall semester during the week of August 10, two weeks earlier than 

originally scheduled. 

o The university also announced that it will forgo fall break in October and end the 

semester before Thanksgiving. 

o Notre Dame students were sent home in mid-March due to the Covid-19 

pandemic and completed their spring semester through remote learning. 

• Joshua Tree National Park, located near Palm Springs, California, has partially reopened 

to the public, according to the National Park Service. 

o The park, which closed to help control the spread of Covid-19, will reopen roads, 

parking lots, trails, most bathrooms and family campsites, the park’s website 

said. 

o Entrance stations will also be staffed, though fees will not be collected, the site 

added. 

o The visitor center and group campsites will remain closed. All programs and 

permits for special use activities through May 31 have been canceled. 

• Duke University announced its plan to cut salaries for highly compensated employees, 

suspend University-paid retirement contributions, and freeze all new hires, as it 

estimates a total decline in revenues between $250 million to $350 million in the next 

fiscal year due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

o Duke University President Vincent Price said in a statement released last week 

that all of the school's sources of revenue including "tuition, research grants, 

clinical and patient care services, private philanthropy and income from our 

investments and endowment – has already suffered large reductions or is 

expected to be quite substantially diminished in the months ahead." 

o Starting July 1, the university will suspend employer contributions to Duke 

faculty and staff retirement plans for 12 months. Price said those cuts will save 

Duke between $150 million and $200 million over the next fiscal year. 

o The statement also said university employees who earn more than $285,000 will 

see a 10% reduction in their salaries for 12 months. 

https://www.nps.gov/jotr/planyourvisit/conditions.htm
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• Americans stockpiling groceries and household essentials during the coronavirus 

pandemic provided Walmart with one of its best quarters in decades, the company said 

Tuesday. 

o Walmart announced that sales at stores open for at least a year soared 10% last 

quarter compared with the year prior, while online sales spiked 74%. 

o Although Walmart recorded nearly 6% fewer transactions over the past three 

months, the average receipt soared 16.5%, the company said. 

• Morehouse College has announced a number of employees will be terminated, face 

furloughs, and pay cuts due to a budget shortfall.  

o These measures are part of a cost-reduction plan to offset an anticipated fiscal 

year 2020-2021 budget deficit and anticipated impact of the 

pandemic, according to a press release from the college.  

o Some 54 part-time and full-time employees of the Atlanta-based college will be 

furloughed for at least two months; and 13 full-time employees will be 

terminated as of June 1. 

https://www.morehouse.edu/newscenter/morehouse-college-announces-cost-restructuring-plan-to-address-budget-gap-and-the-impact-of-covid-19.html

